
Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating
the ending of slavery in the United States. Dating back to
1865, it was on June 19th that union soldiers landed in
Galveston, Texas with the news that the war had ended and
that the enslaved were now free-happening two and half
years after Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation.
 
Though the first Juneteenth was June 19th, 1865, black people

weren't necessarily able to enjoy their freedom widely. There

were still former confederate soldiers going through the south,

threatening and lynching people, trying to re-enslave them.

 
The first Juneteenth celebration took place in 1866 where
former slaves sang, danced and read the emancipation
proclamation out loud.
 
Since then, celebrations have evolved and become a real way
to pay homage to those who came before us in various ways.
Today, we celebrate Juneteenth as a day of remembrance,
education and fellowship. We honor our ancestors, reflect on
the past, acknowledge our achievements and look to the
future as a strong, liberated people. 

JUNETEENTH Freedom Day


