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STAFF REPORT
And so begins a weekend of field 

hockey.
Millersville University is host-

ing the NCAA Division II final 
four today and Sunday, while the 
Division III final four — which 
includes Lancaster’s own Frank-
lin & Marshall — will set up shop 
Saturday and Sunday at Spooky 
Nook Sports Complex.

Today’s Division II semifinals 
at Chryst Field at Biemesderfer 
Stadium feature West Chester vs. 
Kutztown at 2 p..m., with Saint 
Anselm vs. East Stroudsburg to 
follow at 5. The championship will 
be played at 1 p.m. Sunday.

In Division III competition at the 
Nook, F&M (19-3) will meet Johns 
Hopkins (19-2) at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
with Middlebury (19-1) vs. Salis-
bury (20-1) at 2 p.m. Hopkins beat 
F&M 2-1 Nov. 9 in the Centennial 
Conference championship game.

Millersville’s chance to host was 
a deal three years in the making, 
and the school will also hold the 
2021 championships.

The competing teams are stay-
ing at the Lancaster Marriott at 
Penn Square. There will be a ban-

quet at the Ware Center. And the 
athletes were set to visit three ele-
mentary schools and the Boys and 
Girls Club as part of an NCAA-led 
community service project.

“There are a lot of folks that don’t 
step up for the opportunity, be-
cause it is work,’’ NCAA Director 
of Championships and Alliances 
Roberta Page told LNP correspon-
dent Jeff Young earlier this month. 
“But it’s a way for one of our own 
— a Division II institution, a very 
good institution — to give back to 
an awesome championship and 
showcase what it has to offer.’’

Granted, Millersville itself did 
not make this year’s final four. 
However, the Division II tourna-
ment is not without Lancaster 
County representation.

In this afternoon’s opener, West 
Chester (18-1) has one Lancaster-
Lebanon League product in soph-
omore back Autumn Gager (Penn 
Manor), who has played in nine 
games for the Golden Rams this 
year. On the opposing sideline, the 
Golden Bears (15-6) sport five L-L 
alums. Senior midfielder Mack-
enzie Fuhrman (Manheim Town-
ship) played in all 21 contests for 

the Bears, and is third on the team 
with six goals and eight assists for 
20 points. Also having started all 
21 for Kutztown is senior midfield-
er Gabby Hess (Donegal), who has 
had a goal and an assist. Also on 
the roster are a trio of freshmen: 
forward/midfielder Abby Thorius 
(Lampeter-Strasburg, two goals 
in seven games played), midfielder 
Madison Tihansky (Ephrata, six 
games played) and goalie Cat Wil-
son (Manheim Township).

In the nightcap, Saint Anselm 
(19-2) features no players with lo-
cal connections, but East Strouds-
burg (19-2) features three: senior 
midfielder Sara Ober (Manheim 
Central), junior back Jada Mar-
tin (Conestoga Valley) and junior 
back/midfielder Hannah Barbush 
(Manheim Central). All three 
started all 21 games for ESU. Bar-
bush is third on the team with six 
goals and two assists for 14 points, 
and Martin is right behind her 
with five goals and three assists 
for 13 points. Ober has had a pair 
of assists this season.

The Division III tournament 
features no players with L-L con-
nections.

Championships on tap in Lancaster
Division II playing at Millersville, Division III playing at Spooky Nook

NCAA FIELD HOCKEY

Lions: Striving to reach pinnacle
that close. We’ve gotten 
comfortable being great. 
We will no longer be 
comfortable being great.

“We’re going to learn 
from this, we’re going 
to grow from this and 
we’re going to take the 
next step as a program 
because we’ve been 
knocking on the door 
long enough. … We’re 
done being great.”

He added to that, “If 
you guys thought I was a 
psychopath in the past, 
you have no idea.”

Fourteen months 
later, here we are again, 
No. 2 in the country vs. 
No. 8 (last year it was 
No. 4 vs. No. 9), both 
teams better than 50-50 
to make the playoff with 
a win.

Both teams, arguably, 
having overachieved to 
this point, although in 
Penn State’s case that 
has meant scrapping 
its way into the hunt. 
In Ohio State’s case it 
has meant utter and 
perhaps historic domi-
nance.

Asked this week if he 
regretting laying him-
self bare to the media 
last year, he launched 
into a lengthy argument 
with himself, at one 
point landing on, “I look 
around the country and 
programs that have not 
been through anywhere 
near the adversity that 
we’ve been through, are 
having nowhere near 
the success that we’re 
having, and it doesn’t 
always necessarily feel 
like that, or the nar-
rative is not that for 

whatever reason, I’m 
not sure why, but all the 
data backs it up.”

He doesn’t feel as suc-
cessful as he is. This may 
be the place to point out 
another similarity to 14 
months ago: Franklin 
is still being mentioned 
in connection with the 
USC job.

At 47, he is still young 
for a football coach and 
well ahead of the great-
ness curve, a point made 
in a column by CBS 

Sports’ Dennis Dodd on 
Wednesday.

Joe Paterno won his 
first national title at 56, 
Tom Osborne at 57, Nick 
Saban at 58. Franklin 
has a Big Ten title, Rose 
and Fiesta Bowls, and a 
better career winning 
percentage than Frank 
Beamer, Mack Brown, 
Lou Holtz and Bill 
Snyder. That includes 
back-to-back nine-win 
seasons at Vanderbilt.

But can he get where 

he wants to be, that 
small, elite shelf, when 
one of its occupants is 
not only in Penn State’s 
conference but division, 
and right next door on 
the map?

That’s what Saturday 
is about.

n Sports columnist Mike 
Gross covers Penn State 
football for LNP. Email him at 
mgross@lnpnews.com, and 
follow him on Twitter at 
@MikeGrossLNP.

PENN STATE AT OHIO STATE
n When: Noon, Saturday.

n Where: Ohio Stadium (104,944).

n TV: FOX (Gus Johnson play-by-play, 
Joel Klatt color, Jenny Taft sideline).

n 2019 records: Penn State 9-1, 6-1 Big 
Ten; Ohio State 10-0, 7-0 Big Ten.

n Last week: Penn State beat Indiana 
34-27. Ohio State beat Rutgers 56-21.

n Series and last meeting: Ohio State 
leads 20-14 and won the last meeting 27-
26 at Beaver Stadium on Sept. 29, 2018.

n Coach: Ryan Day, first full season 
(13-0).

n Ohio State’s best player: DE Chase 
Young, who will be back in the lineup 
after a two-game suspension.

n Injury update: Ohio State has as 
many as a dozen players listed as 
questionable, according to a variety 
of injury report web sites, the most 
noteworthy of whom are DE Jonathan 
Cooper and WR Austin Mack. Mack has 
missed the Buckeyes’ last three games.

For Penn State, WR/return specialist KJ 
Hamler, a critical piece, left last week’s 
game with an upper-body injury and is 
questionable.

n Las Vegas says: Ohio State is an 
18.5-point favorite. The line opened at -17.

n Outlook/notes: The arguments for 
Penn State winning or even competing 
to the end in Columbus have to do with 
gambling numbers and intangibles. Ohio 
State has failed to cover the spread 

the week before the Michigan game six 
years in a row. The Buckeyes still have 
a rookie coach and rookie quarterback, 
and have not yet had to respond to 
being “smacked in the face.”

Both are deceptive. Those six games 
include a 28-point Ohio State win as 
a 31-point favorite, a 52-14 win as a 
38-point favorite and a three-point win 
over the No. 9 team in the country.

In the third quarter of Ohio State’s game 
with Wisconsin Oct. 26, it was 10-7, and 
Justin Fields had been sacked five times 
and been tackled for no gain on a third-
and-five play.

The Badgers are currently ranked 13th 
and were, at the time, a desperate team. 
Sounds like a pretty good proxy for 
“smacked in the face.” Final score: 38-7.

Penn State will probably try to shorten 
the game by running the ball, and must 
try new things schematically to confuse 
and pressure Fields. There is a way an 
upset can happen.

Penn State is probably the best team, 
and certainly the most evenly matched 
team, athletically, the Buckeyes have 
faced. But most even is not the same 
as even. I’m not sure this Ohio State 
team’s seamless dominance is being 
appreciated enough.

And it is at home. In a playoff game.

n Prediction: Ohio State 48, Penn State 
24.

— Mike Gross

Garrett: NFL upholds suspension
As part of his historic 

suspension for using his 
helmet “as a weapon,” 
Garrett must also meet 
with Commissioner 
Roger Goodell’s office 
before he can be rein-
stated. He’s been fined 
$45,623.

Appeals officer Derrick 
Brooks, a Pro Football 
Hall of Fame linebacker, 
did reduce the suspen-
sion for Steelers center 
Maurkice Pouncey from 
three games to two for 
punching and kicking 
Garrett following the 
shocking assault on Ru-
dolph, who earlier this 
week said he “should 
have done a better job 
keeping my composure 
in that situation.”

Brooks also upheld a 
$35,096 fine for Pouncey, 

who will miss the Steel-
ers’ rematch with the 
Browns on Dec. 1 at Heinz 
Field, where the atmo-
sphere is intense for ev-
ery game between Cleve-
land and Pittsburgh.

Garrett’s violent act — 
he pulled Rudolph’s hel-
met off and clobbered 
him with it — on nation-
al TV and its aftermath 
have been a dominant 
topic since it happened. 
The story took a new 
twist when ESPN, us-
ing anonymous sources, 
first reported that Gar-
rett told the league dur-
ing his meeting with 
Thrash that Rudolph 
used a racial slur just be-
fore the brawl erupted.

Steelers spokesman 
Burt Lauten said Ru-
dolph “vehemently 
denies” the report. Ru-

dolph had been sched-
uled to speak to report-
ers after practice but 
declined shortly after 
the report surfaced.

NFL spokesman Bri-
an McCarthy said the 
league investigated Gar-
rett’s claim and “found 
no such evidence.”

Browns tackle Sheldon 
Richardson was one of 
several players who said 
Garrett didn’t mention 
anything about Rudolph 
making a disparaging 
comment.

“I wouldn’t doubt it, 
though,” said Richard-
son, who felt Rudolph 
deserved to be suspend-
ed. “Had to be some-
thing to get him out of 
his body. ... I know he 
wouldn’t lie on nothin’ 
like that.”

The Browns are stick-

ing by Garrett.
“As we’ve consistently 

stated, our organization-
al support for Myles will 
continue,” general man-
ager John Dorsey said 
in a statement released 
hours after Thrash’s rul-
ing. “He is a man of high 
character and unques-
tionable integrity. He 
was open and honest 
with us about the inci-
dent from the start. He 
has taken accountability 
for his actions on Thurs-
day night and this situa-
tion will not define him.

Garrett will lose $1.14 
million in salary and his 
absence is a significant 
setback to the Browns 
(4-6), who will be with-
out their best defensive 
player as they try to end 
a postseason drought 
dating to 2002.
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