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Governor Wolf presented today his budget recommendations  for the 2019-20 fiscal year 
before a joint session of the Legislature.  
 
In short, the Governor proposed an appropriation for the State System of $475.1 million, 
which represents an increase of $7 million or 1.5%. His budget address marks five 
consecutive years of proposed increases for the State System. Read more >> 
        

 

 

https://passhe.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=853805168e37ceb08a882beba&id=e3e04bc63d&e=818379e0ea
https://passhe.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=853805168e37ceb08a882beba&id=90094a8d9d&e=818379e0ea


  

 
Budget highlights include:  



 

• Creating the Keystone Economic Development and Workforce Command Center, 
bringing together multiple agencies and critical external partners to examine needs 
and direct resources to address workforce shortages 

• Providing an additional $4 million to increase Pennsylvania's Manufacturing to 
Career Training grant 

• Expanding adult career and technical education programs with an investment of $6 
million to target workers and non-traditional students who have career readiness, 
basic education, or remedial needs  

• Creating the 'Educate and Stay in PA' program, awarding one-time grants of 
$2,500 to individuals who are students of or have graduated from a Pennsylvania 
community college and are currently working in the state 

Other adjustments to higher education funding are proposed for the Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA), primarily to replace supplemental one-time 
funding by which PHEAA has historically augmented several state-wide financial aid 
programs. Even with an overall 15.6% increase in state appropriations for PHEAA, overall 
funding for these programs is projected to decrease by 1%. 
         
The State System is appreciative of  Gov. Wolf's continuing support of public higher 
education. His proposed investment in State System universities and students comes at a 
crucial time as the System transforms for the future. We look forward to working with the 
Governor, the legislature, and all stakeholders from across Pennsylvania as we advocate 
on behalf of our universities and our students.        
 
Looking ahead, the State System will appear before the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees on February 12th and 21st, at 1:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m., respectively. 
 
The PA House of Representatives and Senate Hearings on the Governor's Budget 
Address will be LIVE on PCN and the PCN App beginning Monday, February 11.  CLICK 
HERE for the House budget hearing schedule. CLICK HERE for the Senate budget 
hearing schedule.  

 

 
  

 

 

This update is provided as a courtesy of the Office of the Chancellor as a preview of upcoming legislative activity 
and a review of action on legislative issues of interest to the State System. The Legislative UPDATE is 
distributed during legislative session weeks. 
 
Jennifer Hoover 
Director of Governmental Relations 
jhoover@passhe.edu 
(717) 720-4021  
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The content of this message and related hyperlinks is for information purposes only 
and does not necessarily express the views of Pennsylvania's State System 

of Higher Education, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or its agents. 
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