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What does a computer scientist or engineer need to know about big data? A brief  
exploration of big data (what is it and why is it important and how big is big?), s sys-
tems engineering view of big data, and an overview of the critical skills necessary to 
be successful working with big data. This includes a review and comparison of utility 
and analytic clouds (vendor neutral and specific), their underlying technology and  
implications of needed skills to be successful now and into the future. 
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