Success Stories-Entertainment Technology

Pursuing the Bachelor of Arts Degree (B.A,) in Entertainment Technology is the ideal
opportunity to offer combined training in the entertainment arts, computer, and industrial
technology disciplines that several industry sectors consider high-demand areas. The
experiential learning, and production collaboration opportunities, with internships and support
from our industry partners, prepare students for the exciting and lucrative range of professions.

Here are a few stories of current students in this program and of alumni who have found a love
for this major and grown as individuals.

Alumni:

‘I Graduated in 2021 with a Bachelor of Arts in Entertainment Technology. | was a Junior in
MU's Entertainment Technology Program right when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. The
Entertainment Technology program is very hands-on and requires experience working on live
shows and events for the program. Obviously, the pandemic threatened to shut all of that down.
I, however, am an impatient man and was not about to wait to complete my program until after
we emerged from the pandemic. So, | suggested to Professor Adam Boyer that we try
live-streaming our theatre performances and he agreed and acquired a live-streaming broadcast
switcher (Tricaster TC-1) for me to operate during our theatre performances.

This allowed us to continue producing theatre performances throughout the pandemic and |
gained valuable experience broadcasting and directing cameras for the performances. It also
introduced me to live video direction, which is my primary position for my current company,
EventEQ. Now | get the opportunity to work with acts like The Jonas Brothers, H.E.R., Chris
Stapleton, and many other talented artists and on many interesting events.”

-Taylor Schmidt

Faith Irwin-

Faith is from Lancaster, and she graduated with a degree in Entertainment Technology with a
minor in sports studies. After graduation, she went on to work at a local dance studio. Hooley
School of Irish Dance where she can use her majors in her career. In her time at Millersville, she
competed in the PA state system of higher education start-up business competition. She earned
placement and funds that went towards her continuing to her start-up.

Current students:

Nik Pappas-

“My major is Entertainment Technology; | will be graduating this December 2023.

| did not join any clubs during my time here since | spent a lot of time working on the university
theatre productions. | really dove headfirst into getting involved with the Entertainment Tech.
program and UT's productions.

I think the biggest success I've had here is being the Lighting Designer for University Theatre's
production of Puff's, or Seven Increasingly Eventful Years at a Certain School of Magic and
Magic. It is very much a parody. Dutcher Hall has basically been under renovation since | got
here in Fall 2020, and one of those renovations forced us to relocate the show from our smaller



Studio Theatre upstairs to Rafter's Theatre late in the process. | had to basically redesign the
lighting plot from scratch with very little time and then had to get all the lights set up and the
show program. We had a limited set for that show, so | programmed in a lot of different lighting
looks to help with scene changes. This show was a lot of effort and time but it all paid off. Every
night was sold out, and people loved the show. The general manager from Production Express
saw some of my work from that show and was impressed by it, which is how | got an internship
at that company.

I've spent most of my final semester here working on my internship. | am currently working as
the General Lighting Systems Technician for Production Express in York, PA. There I've worked
on setting up and operating various events such as the symphony concerts that come through
the Appell Center, operating spotlights, and various other events and jobs that they work on.
Coming up | will be working on the Jingle Bell Jam at the York Expo Arena. With my work there,
they've offered me a full-time position there for after | graduate.

I've also gotten the opportunity to work at the Rock Lititz Studios while I've been here. The
studios at Rock Lititz are basically rehearsal halls for the touring companies that run the shows
to practice loading in the show, running everything, and then tearing it all down so they can be
ready for the tour. I've worked on Queen and Adam Lambert's Rhapsody Tour there, as well as
Travis Scott's Utopia tour, to name a few of the jobs I've worked there.

Since I've been here, I've been able to grow my network to include several industry
professionals and get valuable working experience in the industry basically from the second it
started back up after the pandemic shut everything down. I've been able to learn
industry-standard techniques and programs, as well as learn to work with what is essentially the
flagship lighting console of the Live Event world right now. I've had job several opportunities
come my way, and I've even had Disney Live Entertainment interested in hiring me. This
program has provided me so much, and it has given many others great opportunities as well
that it honestly feels like a disservice to only focus on me. One thing's for sure though- this
program allowed me to truly be in demand in the live entertainment industry, and it is surely
creating a network of students who are catapulting each other in the industry as well.”

Rachel Jones-

‘I am an Entertainment Technology major and | plan to graduate in 2025.

I am not in any clubs at Millersville but I'm considering joining a couple either in the spring or
next fall. | would say that | have had a lot of success through my major. The most obvious one
but one | think gets overlooked often is finding what career | want to pursue. | came to
Millersville so unsure of what | wanted to do and every day | become surer of my choices.
Another is that for the past two semesters (Spring of '23 and fall of '23) | have been the Stage
Manager for University Theatre. I've had the opportunity to attend the Rock Lititz Live Event
Career Day twice now and because of connections | have made in the program | am in
conversation with two separate groups that are considering me for jobs, both in management,
which is very exciting!”






