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 The State Normal School of Millersville Pa 
was the home of two literary societies, the 
Normal and Page Literary Societies.  The 
purpose of these societies were to enrich and 
invoke thought through debates and orations 
on issues and subjects that were relevant to the 
time period.  Each had their own separate wing 
in the school‟s library.  Interest in the societies 
dwindled in the early 1920s; eventually it was 
made mandatory that underclassmen joined 
one of the two societies.  The Page and Normal 
Societies ended in 1955 and 1956 respectively.   

 



 Even though the two societies were created with 
differences of opinion, they still managed to share 
similar interests in topics.  These ranged from 
“foreigners”, “presidents”, “religion and science”, 
“moral issues”, and “gender”.  Their meetings 
followed the same basic format with the main 
purpose of furthering ones intellectual mind.  The 
two societies came to a close when they could no 
longer entice students as there were other 
organizations on the rise that captured students‟ 
interests more than the literary societies. 

 



“Rich in Truth” 

1855-1955 



 Started in 1855 and incorporated in 1858, the Page 
Literary Society was the first of the two literary 
societies on campus.  Their longstanding motto for 
100 years was „Rich in Truth‟, which they allude to 
in their preamble of their Constitution.  Along 
with the Normal Society, Page tried to recruit as 
many new student members as possible.  Meetings 
of this society were held usually at 6:30 on 
Saturday nights in the Chapel.  Their meetings 
mainly consisted of music by the Page Glee Club 
and short debates over pre selected controversial 
issues and topics, as well as election of officers, 
new members, and honorary members.    
 



. 

This is a cover of one of the constitutions of 
the Page Literary Society.  As the society 
progressed, By-Laws and amendments were 
changed, added, and/or removed, causing the 
society to produce new constitutions 



PREAMBLE  
We the undersigned students of the 
Lancaster County Normal School 
being fully sensible of the 
advantages resulting from united 
efforts, do declare ourselves a 
Society for mutual improvement in 
Education, Composition and 
Debate, and for enlarging our fund 
of general information.  In the 
pursuit of these objects we desire to 
exhibit a due consideration for the 
opinions and feelings of others to 
maintain a perfect command of 
temper in allow intercourse, to seek 
for truth in all our exercises and do 
establish for our regulation and 
government the following 
Constitution and By Laws.  
 



Both the Page and Normal Literary 
Societies had annual Anniversary 
celebrations.  Each would send out 
invitations for people to attend.  This 
is one put out by the Page Literary 
Society in 1887. 
 



This is a certificate of membership to the Page Literary Society.  Each 
student who was initiated into the society would receive a certificate as 
part of their welcoming into the society. 
 









“Fight for Truth and Right!” 

1857-1956 
 



• Born out of the Page Literary Society, the Normal Literary 
Society was created due to a difference of opinion amongst 
members of the Page.  Prof. Wickersham stated “the hive 
has become too small for the bees, and a swarm would be 
the proper relief.”  Several days after the heated discussion 
was the Normal established with Prof. Brooks being the 
guiding spirit.  The Normal lived by the motto of “Fight for 
Truth and Right!” creating a healthy rivalry between the 
two societies.  The Normal would meet on Saturday evening 
to debate issues that were meant entice the mind and help 
further one intellectually.  Other activities included 
orations, reading of essays, and the enjoyment of music.  In 
their later years The Normal sponsored different types of 
events ranging from concerts and dances before coming to a 
close in 1956. 





Preamble (1857) 
Preamble: Whereas the correct use of language is an 
ornament to the Teacher, the Artist, and the Statesman, 
and a taste for Literature and Science a sure Passport to 
all the nobler pursuits of life, and Whereas the 
dissemination of knowledge and progressive 
enlightenment of the age absolutely demand of every 
individual that he should be able to express his thoughts 
in an acceptable manner, transmit his learning in 
unambiguous terms to the understanding of his fellow-
men, and thus keep pace with the advance of mind in 
the present generation, and as the testimony of the most 
able critics + our own experience itself concur in the 
belief that in well-regulated Literary Societies only, the 
above mentioned can be most successfully 
accomplished; therefore, we the undersigned have 
organized such a Society, agreed to seek after Truth + 
Right in all our exercises, and have adopted for our 
government the following Constitution + By-Laws._ 



32nd Anniversary 
Invitation 











 The Literary Societies had a healthy, civil 
rivalry as each would invite the other to attend 
annual anniversary gatherings plus they  co-
sponsored different events ranging from 
concerts to dances before coming to a close in 
the 1950s. 


