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Over the years the library has moved 

because of its continual growth and it has 

served as a center of support of 

academic learning.  As we celebrate this 

growth of the academic library it is well 

to look back at its foundation. 

 



The original libraries actually were founded 
by the schools two literary societies: Page 
and Normal.  In 1857 both societies 
recognized the need for the students to 
have access to library materials and after 
much discussion the members of each 
society agreed to donate books for the 
foundation of the libraries.  The trustees of 
the school gave early support to their effort 
and their libraries were established. 
 



 



We are fortunate enough to own some of the 
books that were in the Page and Normal 
Literary Societies libraries.  Some examples 
are: Poems of the Orient by Bayard Taylor, 
added to the Normal Literary Society 
Library August 28, 1857; Principles of 
Geology and A Manual of Elementary 
Geology both by Charles Lyle and both 
donated to the Page Literary Society Library 
by R.T. Cornwell on June 1st 1857. 
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Growth of the Normal School in the late 

1800s led to the erection of new 

buildings since Old Main was being 

stretched beyond capacity.  One the 

buildings erected was a new Library and 

with the erection of the new building, the 

hiring of the first professional librarian 

on campus, Miss McCrory.  The library 

building was opened for usage in 1895.  

 



 

 















 





 





 In September 1967 a “Bookwalk” was 

arranged to move approximately 90,000 

books from the “Old” Library building to 

the Helen A. Ganser Library.  Classes 

were cancelled for September 21 and 

students, faculty, administration and 

alumni helped move books.  

















 



The official dedication of the Helen A. 

Ganser Library took place on Saturday, 

May 4, 1968.  Ms. Ganser cut the 

ceremonial ribbon with numerous 

dignitaries on hand. 

 





Since 1968 the library continues to grow.  

This growth includes new services being 

offered including electronic databases, 

instruction to classes on the many ways to 

utilize the library and general outreach to 

the campus and town communities.  As 

we celebrate 40 years at Ganser we also 

celebrate 150 years of library services to 

Millersville. 

 











The library continues to grow, providing 

new resources and services, an active 

instruction program, and outreach to the 

campus and broader communities. 


