


An explanation of the founding 

of the Lancaster County 

Normal Institute in 1855, later 

known as the Millersville State 

Normal School from the 1855 

catalog. 



 Athletics played important part in the student life of 

Millersville.  The two literary societies as well as the 

YMCA, YWCA and YWTCA played important roles 

in the lives of the students. May Day festivities were 

a highlight of student activities. 
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James P. Wickersham was one of the 

founders of the Normal School.  He was 

born in Chester County in 1825 and died 

in Lancaster in 1891.  He was a teacher, 

Superintendent of Public School, 

Lancaster County Superintendent and 

Principal of the Normal School before 

becoming the State Superintendent in 

1866. 







Old Main was built soon 

after the school was 

founded and housed the 

dorms, classrooms, 

cafeteria and chapel.  It 

stood at the corner of 

Frederick and George 

until its demolition in 

1970. 



Pictured above is the Gymnasium in 1891.  This building was built in 1890 and has had 

many uses.  Today this building is known as Dutcher Hall. 



The library was built in 1895.  Here is an early photograph of the building.  Today it is 

known as the Biemesderfer Executive Center. 



The lake has been an 

important part of the 

history of our school.  

Here it is in 1900 with 

some women enjoying a 

row on the lake. [From 

the Amanda Landes 

Photograph Album] 



Science Hall sat on the edge of the 

lake.  It was built in 1897 and went 

through a number of changes before 

it was torn down in 1962.  Here it is 

pictured in 1898. 



Shenk’s Lane played an 

important role in student 

life at Millersville.  Here 

is reminiscence from the 

1900 yearbook. 



From the Normal School Catalogue, 1927 (p. 6, 7) 


