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“In a school which prohibited 
direct social conversation 
between male and female 
students, except in certain 
controlled environments, the 
young scholars found new ways 
to communicate.  „Snapping,‟ as 
it was called, was a way to let 
your fingers do the talking, a 
kind of code which conveyed 
intent without an utterance.”  
(Dennis Downey, To Thee We 
Sing, 2004) 



1. It is expected that the ladies and gentlemen of the Institution will treat 
one another with politeness, and in accordance with the usages of 
good society. 

2. No prolonged conversation between the sexes must take place in the 
Chapel, in the Recitation Rooms, or in the Halls. 

3. At the close of the evening lectures or society meetings, all will repair 
immediately to their respective rooms. 

4. No student shall correspond, meet, walk, or ride with one of the 
opposite sex, except in case of necessity; and then only with the 
permission of the Principal. A violation of this rule will be severely 
punished. 

5. Gentlemen students having sisters or cousins in the Institution whom 
they wish to visit, may obtain Visiting Cards from the Principal, which 
will admit them to the privileges of the Ladies’ Parlor at certain 
specified times. 

6. Students of the two sexes, other than relatives, cannot meet privately 
except by the special permission of the Principal. Gentlemen, not 
students, desiring to call upon lady students, must obtain permission 
of the Principal. Except for special reasons, no visiting will be 
permitted on the Sabbath. 



In 1882 Elizabeth Fortney wrote this 
letter giving her idea of “Snapping”:  

“…I wish you were here instead of at 
P.S.C. then you would be my cousin, it is 
so nice to have a cousin here; and some of 
the girls don‟t have any cousins here, and 
they go out „snapping‟ occasionally and 
get demerited for it. You know, „Stolen 
pleasures are always best,‟ and I believe 
there is considerably of truth in the 
maxim, for I enjoy a little snap on Sunday 
evening in the shape of a walk up town, 
with several gentlemen walking back of 
us conversing all the way but they are 
seniors, and will therefore not be 
demerited and they would have to, as well 
as us, for speaking together…” 



1899 

1909 



 Snapping. A peculiar sort of conversation 
between a boy and girl, when nobody else sees 
them. 



 An Antidote for Lovesickness. 
  
 Symptoms.—Excessive snapping, loss of 

appetite, pounds of candy, lack of desire to 
study. 

 Antidote.—A talk from the Principal. 
Reasoning sometimes is effective. Demerits, 
if given frequently, will often restore the mind 
to its normal condition. Let love take its own 
way—in time it may wear off. (1904 
Touchstone) 
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To the Snappers 

  
I sing the praises of a band 

Enshrouded long in mystery, 
That gallant group of snappers brave 

Well versed in M/V history. 
  

The autumn’s rather chilling winds 

Nor winter’s storm could awe them, 
Nor stinging sleet, it took they say, 

A ton of coal to thaw them. 
  

The treacherous rains of early spring, 
They daily dodged and battled, 
Not even summer’s deadly heat 
Could get those heroes rattled. 

  
When “Unsung Heroes” is the toast, 

Of high or low position 

We M/V rooters stand to pledge, 
The “Snapper” of tradition. 

 



 The official student newspaper, The Snapper, 
used different mastheads over the years 
depicting snapping.  In the 1920s and 1930s 
the snapping turtle was used in the masthead 
and as art throughout the publication.  In 
1947 the masthead featured a male and 
female student snapping.  In modern times, 
the Snapper has featured “News in a Snap” for 
condensed news information. 

 



















 The 1913 catalogue was the first not to list 
“Relation of the Sexes” with specific 
regulations laid out regarding the meeting 
with anyone of “the opposite sex.”  


